ISLAND   LAMENT
Bermondsey, which had no representative, unless it was a member
of parliament, in that berobed and becoroneted and bediademed
throng. Round the corner you will find a tablet on the wall of the
little Church, with many names on it, English names this time.
They died — for Bermondsey. If you search for it you may find a
Slum Clearance Scheme. In the course of the next five years they
may contrive to pull down and rebuild a dozen of these streets;
there are hundreds of them in Bermondsey.
I have seen their like in Bethnal Green and Shoreditch and
Whitechapel and in a dozen other places. Go there some time.
Instead of getting off the bus at 'Piccadilly or the Bank, go on to
the end of the run. Take a look at London.
Consider Bethnal Green. I walked through the streets of
Bethnal Green with my good friend. We compared impressions.
She had never been there before. She knew the poorer districts of
other great cities, Moabit and Ottakring and Ferencz Varos and
Belleville, and she had, some years earlier, seen the West End of
London, and now lamented the changes she found there: the
tawdry and trashy little shops that are springing up there, the
disappearance of the last remnants of the solid English character-
istics that still lingered until a few years ago, the international
gang of tricksters, smart guys, professional emigrants, cheap jacks,
procurers, share pushers, pimps, confidence men, quack doctors,
flashy dentists, cheats big and little, that now prowl round the
happy hunting ground between Piccadilly and Oxford Street.
But she had never seen Bethnal Green, and we explored it to-
gether. It lies in the heart of the greatest and richest city in the
world. It is monstrous.
In that same street we found one butcher's shop, one fish-
monger's, one grocer's, one baker's, one greengrocer's next to
another, and all packed from floor to ceiling with food. We had
never seen so much food, and it was all relatively cheap and of
excellent quality — good red meat, good bacon, butter and £ggs,
good fish, good fruit and vegetables. You cannot see so much food,
such good food, such cheap food in the working-class districts of any
big city that I know.
27

